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Stultus et improbus bic amor eft, dignufque notari. 
Hor, 


T a certain coffee-houfe near the Temple the 
bar is kept by a pretty coquet, a piece of 
furniture almoft as neceflary for a coffee- 
room in that fituation as the news papers. 





This lady, you may be fure, has many 
admirers, who are now and then glad of an opportunity to 
relieve themfelves from the fevere ftudy of the law by a 
foft converfation with this fair one, and repeating on the 
occafion all the tender things they can remember from plays, 
or whatever elfe Orgeat or Capilaire can infpire. Among 


the many pretenders to her favour there is one faithful {wain, 
who has long entertained a ferious paffion for her. This . 


tender-hearted gentleman, who is grown fo lean with living 
upon love, that one would imagine “ the blafts of ‘fanuary 
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« would blow him through and through,”’ comes every 
evening, and fits whole hours by the bar, gazing at his 
miftrefs, and taking in large draughts of love and Hyfon 
tea. Never was fwain in fuch cruel circumftances. He is 
forced to bear with patience all the haughty infolence of 
this goddefs of bread and butter ; who, as fhe knows him 
in her power, keeps him at a diftance, though fhe behaves 
with the perteft familiarity to the other coxcombs, who are 
continually buzzing about her. At eleven he {neaks off pale 
and difcontented; but cannot forbear coming again the next 
evening, though he knows how vilely he fhall be ufed by 
his miftrefs, and that he is laughed at even by the waiters. 


__ Ir all true lovers were obliged, like this unhappy gen- 
tleman, to carry on their courtfhips in public, we fhould be 
‘witnefs to many fcenes equally ridiculous. Their aukward 
defire of pleafing influences every trivial gefture, and when 
once love has got poffeffion of a man’s heart, it fhews itfelf 
down to the tips of his fingers. The converfation of a lan- 
guifhing zmamorato is made up chiefly of dumb figns, fuch 
as fighs, ogles, or glances: but if he offers to break his 
paffion to his miftrefs, there is fuch a ftammering, faultering 
and half-wording the matter, that the language of love, fo 
much talked of by poets, is in truth no language at all. 
Whoever fhould break in upon a gentleman and lady, while 
fo critical a converfation is going forward, would not forbear 
laughing at fuch an extraordinary téfe @ téte, and would 
perhaps cry out with Ranger, that * nothing looks fo filly 
** asa pair of your true lovers,” 


S1ncE true and fincere love is fure to make it’s votaries 
thus ridiculous, we cannot fufficiently commend our prefent 
people of quality, who have made fuch laudable attempts 
to deliver themfelves and pofterity from its bondage. Ina 


fafhionable 
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fathionable wedding the man or woman are neither of them 
confidered as reafonable creatures, who come together in 
order to ‘* comfort, love, cherifh, honour or obey,” 
according to their refpective duties, but are regarded merely 
as inftruments of joining one eftate to another. Acre 
marries acre; and to increafe and multiply their fortunes 
is in genteel matches the chief confideration of man and 
wife. The courtfhip is carried on by the council of each 
party, and they pay their addrefles by billet-deux upon 
parchment. The great convenience of expelling love 
from matrimony is very evident: Married perfons of 
quality are never troubled with each others company 
abroad, or fatigued with dull matrimonial difcourfes at 
home: My lord keeps his girl, my lady has her gallant; 
and they both enjoy all the fafhionable privileges of wed- 
lock without the inconveniences. ‘This would never be 
the cafe, if there was the leaft {park of love fubfifting 
between them, but they muft be reduced to the fame 
fituation with thofe wretches, who (as they have nothing 
to fettle on each other but themfelves) are obliged to 
make up the deficiences of fortune by affection. But 
while thefe miferable, fond, doating, unfafhionable couples 
are obliged to content themfelves with love and a cottage, 
people of quality enjoy the comforts of indifference and 
a coach and fix, 


Tue late Marriage A& is excellently adapted to pro. 
mote this prudential proceeding with refpe& to wedlock, 
It will in time inevitably abolith the old fyftem of found- 
ing matrimony on affection: and marrying for love will 
be given up for the fake of marrying according, to Act 
of Parliament. There is now no danger of an handfome 
worthy young fellow of fmall fortune running away with 
an heirefs; for it is not fufficient to infinuate himfelf into 
the 
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the lady’s favour by a voluble tongue and a good per- 
fon, unlefs he can alfo fubdue the confiderate parents or 
guardians by the merits of his rent-roll. As this Ac 
promotes the method of difpofing of children by way 
of bargain and fale, it confequently puts an end to that 
ridiculous courtfhip, arifing from fimple love. In order 
therefore to confirm (as far as poffible) the happy con- 
fequences of this aét, I have been long endeavouring to 
hit on fome expedient, by which all the circumftances 
preparatory to wedlock may be carried on in a proper 
manner, A Smithfield bargain being fo common in me- 
taphor, I had once fome thoughts of propofing to realize 
it, and had almoft completed a plan, by which all the 
young perfons (like fervant girls at a ftatute-fair in the 
country) were to be brought to market, and difpofed of 
in one part of Smithfield, while the theep and horfes were 


on fale in another. 


In the midft of thefe ferious confiderations I received 
@ {cheme of this nature from my good friend Mr. Kerru, 
whofe chapel the late Marriage Act has rendered ufelefs 
on its original principles. This reverend gentleman, fee- 
ing that all hufbands and wives are henceforward to be 
put up to fale, propofes fhortly to open his chapel on a 
more new and fafhionable plan. As the ingenious Meffieurs 
Henfon and Bever have lately opened in different quarters of 
the town Repofitories for all horfes to be fold by auction ; 
Mr. Kerru intends fetting up a Repofitory for all young 
males and females to be difpofed of in marriage. From thefe 
ftuds (as the Doctor himfelf expreffes it) a lady of beauty 
may be coupled to a man of fortune, and an old gentleman, 
who has a colt’s tooth remaining, may match himfelf with 


a tight young filly. 


THE. 
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The Doctor makes no doubt but his Chapel will turn out 
even more to his advantage on this new plan than on it’s 
firft inftitution, provided he can fecure his fcheme to him- 
felf, and reap the benefits of it without interlopers from the 
Fleet. To prevent his defign being pirated, he intends peti- 
tioning the Parliament, that as he has been fo great a fufferer 
by the Marriage Act, the fole right of opening a Repofitory 
of this fort may be vefted in him, and that his place of refi- 
dence in May Fair may ftill continue the grand mart for 
marriages. Of the firft day of fale proper notice will be given 
in the public papers, and in the mean time I am defired to 
communicate the following fpecimen to my readers, 


Catalogue of Males and Females to be difpofed of in Marriage to 
the Beft Bidder, at Mr. Ke1rn’s Repofitory in May Fair. 


Lapy of Quality, very high blood, related by the 
mother’s fide to a peer of France, her Dam came 

from one of the oldeft families in Wales, and her great great 
great Grandfire was brought over with William the Conque- 
ror. Fit to go in a coach and fix, and proper for any rich 
tradefman, who is defirous to mend the Breed. Her loweft ” 
price to prevent trouble, is 500/. per ann. pinmoney, and 


a proportionable jointure. 
A young lady of 100,000 /. fortune—to be bid for by 


none under the degree of peers, or a commoner of at leaft 


treble the income. 


A Homely Thing who can read, write, caft accounts, 
and make an excellent pudding. This lot to be bid for 


by none but country parfons. 


Three Maiden Ladies—Aged—to be bid for by none 
but ftout young fellows of fix foot, found wind and limb, 
and /without blémith. . 


Four Widows, young and rich—to be, bid for by none 
but Things of mettle and high blood — 
Hhhh The 
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The Daughter of a Country ’Squire—the father of this 
Lady came to town to fell a yoke of oxen at Smithfield, 
and a load of hay in the Hay-Market, Whoever buys 
them fhall have the lady into the bargain. 


A Methodift Lady, Reli€&t of a Knight deceafed within 
this twelvemonth—would be a good bargain to any handfome 
young gentleman, who would comfort her in the Spirit. 


A very pretty Young Woman, but a good deal in debt— 
would be glad to marry a Member of Parliament or a Jew. 


A handfome Houfekeeper, juft come out of the country, 
would do for any private gentleman. She has been ufed to 
go in an one horfe chair, and is fit for a citizen’s fervice 
on a Sunday. 

A tall Iri/bman, warranted found, lately in poft-ffion 
of a Lady Dowager. The reafon of his being fold is that 
the owner, who is married, has no further ufe for him. 


A Blood of the firft rate, very wild, and has run loofe 
all his life, but is now droke, and will prove very tractable. 


A Hackney Writer, troubled with the farcy, broken- 
winded, and very poor—would be glad to be releafed from 
his prefent mafter, a bookfeller, and bear the lefs grievous 
yoke.of matrimony. Whoever will take him into feeding, 
fhall have his pega/fus into the bargain. 


A Young Ward, now in training at Eton-{chool,—The 
guardian is willing to part with him to any lady for a round 
fum of money. If not fold, he will be fent into the country, 
and matched with his guardian’s daughter. 


Five Templars—all Irifh—No one to bid for thefe lots of 
lefs than 10,000/. fortune. 


Wanted—four dozen of Young Fellows, and one dozen 


of Young Women willing to marry to advantage—to go to 
Nova Scotia, : 


\ 
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